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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Endangered  and  Threatened  Wildlife 
and  Plants;  Review  of  the  Statue  of 
Seven  Mollusc  Species 

agency:  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 

Interior 

ACTION:  Notice  of  status  review. 

summary:  The  Service  will  review  the 
status  of  (1)  Epioblasma  (=Dysnomia) 
florentina  florentina,  yellow-blossom 
pearly  mussel;  (2)  Plethobasis 
cooperianus,  orange-footed  pearly 
mussel;  (3)  Toxohsma  (=CaruncuIina) 
cylindrella  pale  illiput  pearly  mussel:  (4) 
Epioblasma  ( =Dysnomia)  turgidula, 
turgid  blossom  pearly  mussel;  (5) 
Conradilla  caelata  birdwing  pearly 
mussel;  (6)  Epioblasma  walkeri,  tan 
riffle  shell,  and  (7)  Quadnila  intermedia. 
Cumberland  monkeyface  pearly  mussel, 
to  determine  if  they  should  remain 
classified  as  Endangered,  be  reclassified 
to  Threatened,  or  be  removed  from  the 
List  of  U.S.  Endangered  and  Threatened 
Wildlife  and  Plants. 

DATE:  Information  concerning  the  status 
of  these  species  should  be  submitted  on 
or  before  June  29, 1979. 

ADDRESSES:  Comments  on  this  notice  of 
review  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Director  (OES),  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  Department  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Mr.  Harold  }.  O'Connor,  Acting 
Associate  Director  — Federal 
Assistance,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
Washington,  D.C.  20240,  phone:  202/343- 
4646. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

On  May  22, 1975,  the  Fund  for 
Animals  petitioned  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  to  list  as  Endangered 
species  216  taxa  of  plants  and  animals 
which  appear  on  Appendix  I  of  the 
Convention  on  International  Trade  in 
Endangered  Species  of  Wild  Fauna  and 
Flora  (CITES)  which  were  not  already 
on  the  U.S.  List  of  Endangered  and 
Threatened  Wildlife  and  Plants.  The 
Convention  was  drafted  at  an 
international  conference  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  from  February  12  to  * 
March  3, 1973.  The  United  States  had 
ratified  the  Convention  and  deposited 
its  instruments  of  ratification  with  the 
Depositary  Government  by  the  fall  of 
1973.  By  July  1975,  the  Convention  had 
been  ratified  by  enough  nations  to  enter 
into  force. 


The  Convention  established  a  system 
of  regulation  to  prevent  the 
overexploitation  of  the  world's  natural 
biola.  Species  of  concern  are  listed  on 
three  appendices;  differing  levels  of 
protection  are  provided  for  species  on 
each  appendix.  Appendix  I,  which 
contains  the  most  critical  listings, 
includes  all  species  threatened  with 
extinction  which  are  or  may  be  affected 
by  trade.  Trade  in  specimens  of  these 
species  is  subject  to  particularly  strict 
regulation  to  guard  against  further 
jeopardizing  their  survival. 

In  response  to  the  Fund  for  Animals* 
petition,  the  Service  published  a 
proposed  rulemaking  in  the  September 
28, 1975  Federal  Register  (40  FR  44329- 
33).  This  rulemaking  proposed  adding 
216  Appendix  I  species  to  the  U.S.  List  of 
Endangered  and  Threatened  Wildlife 
and  Plants. 

In  the  June  14, 1976,  Federal  Register 
(41  FR  24062-67)  the  Service  published  a 
hnal  rulemaking  which  determined  159 
Appendix  I  species  to  be  Endangered 
species.  These  species  included 
Epioblasma  ( —Dysnomia)  florentina 
florentina,  Plethobasis  cooperianus, 
Epioblasma  (= Dysnomia)  turgidula, 
Conradilla  caelata,  Toxolasma 
(=Carcimculina)  cylindrella,  and 
Quadrula  intermedia.  Epioblasma 
walkeri  was  included  in  the  proposed 
rulemaking  but  was  not  included  in  the 
final  rulemaking,  since  the  Governor  of 
the  affected  state  was  inadvertently  not 
notified  of  the  proposed  action  as 
required.  This  species  was  added  to  the 
U.S.  List  of  Endangered  and  Threatened 
Wildlife  and  Fauna  by  a  separate  ffnal 
rulemaking  published  in  the  August  23. 
1977,  Federal  Register  (42  FR  42351-53). 

Section  4(a)  of  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973  states  that  the 
Secretary  may  determine  a  species  to  be 
an  Endangered  species  or  a  'Tbreatened 
species  because  of  any  of  the  following 
factors: 

(1)  The  present  or  threatened 
destruction,  modification,  or  curtailment 
of  its  habitat  or  range; 

(2)  Overutilization  for  commercial, 
sporting,  scientiffc,  or  educational 
purposes; 

(3)  Disease  or  predation: 

(4)  The  inadequacy  of  existing 
regulatory  mechanisms;  or 

(5)  Other  natural  or  manmade  factors 
affecting  its  continued  existence. 

With  regard  to  these  species,  the 
Service  determined  that  there  had  been 
a  decline  in  numbers  due  to  factors  1, 2, 
or  4,  or  to  a  combination  of  all  three. 

The  fact  that  the  U.S.  Government  has 
recognized  the  endangered  status  of 
these  species  when  it  ratified  the 
Convention  also  provided  persuasive 


evidence  supporting  their  listing  under 
the  Act.  The  decision  to  add  these 
species  to  the  U.S.  List  was  based  on  the 
“best  scientific  and  commercial  data 
available". 

These  species  are  identified  as 
occurring  in  various  rivers  in  Alabama, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Virginia: 
Clinch,  Duck,  Elk,  Middle  Fork  Holston, 
Paint  Rock.  Powell,  Red,  and  Tennessee 
Rivers.  Question  has  been  raised  as  to 
the  continued  existence  of  some  of  the 
species  in  these  river  systems.  As  a 
result  of  information  brought  to  light  in 
the  suit  of  Pacific  Legal  Foundation,  et 
al.  V.  Cecil  D.  Andrus,  et  ai.  Civil  No. 
77-1054-C-CV,  U.S.D.C.  M.D.  Tenn. 
(1978),  Representative  Robin  Beard  has 
petitioned  the  Service  pursuant  to 
Section  4(c)(2)  of  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  to  review  the  status  of  these 
six  species.  The  Service  has  determined 
that  this  petition  presents  substantial 
evidence  and  is  therefore  undertaking 
this  status  review.  Quadrula  intermedia 
was  included  in  a  separate  request  from 
Representative  Beard. 

'Ilie  Service  is  seeking  the  views  of 
the  Governors  of  Alabama,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Virginia,  and  is  soliciting 
from  them  information  on  the  status  of 
these  species  within  their 
jurisidications.  Other  interested  parties 
are  invited  to  submit  any  factual 
information,  especially  publications  and 
written  reports,  which  is  germaine  to 
this  status  review.  The  information 
received  in  response  to  this  notice  of 
review  will  be  used  to  determine  if  these 
species  should  retain  their  Endangered 
status,  or  if  the  Service  should  propose 
that  any  of  these  species  be  reclassified 
to  Threatened  status  or  be  removed 
from  the  list  of  Endangered  and 
Threatened  Wildlife  and  Plants.  ■ 

This  notice  of  review  was  prepared  by 
Mrs.  Lorraine  K.  Williams.  Office  of 
Endangered  Species  (703/235-1975). 

Dated:  April  25. 1979. 

Ljrmi  A.  CrMawaM. 

Director.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
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